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Dear Kk. Reynolds: 

I vlsh to thank you for inviting me to the recent meeting of the 
Bioscience SubcarPPittee. It vas a source of rzuch usefkl infomatlon 
for rite. 

I must admit that I did not expect to stir up quite so much dlscusslon 
the*, concerning the kind of vork that ve would like to do. Since then, 
I have given quite a bit of thought to som of the points that were 
raised by various people at the mectlng and vould like to clarify for 
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!Po begin with, I sensed two basic kinds of conflict In the nlnds of 
soae pf the people there. The first conflict deals vlth the question of 
vhether the Exobiology Division here should beccme Involved In oclentlflc 
u&k of a broad nature -- for exmzple, the research problems that one 
might find In a modern department of Blolopy - or ulth more limited and 
cpecific obJectives, namely, work In Exobloloa. I relt that 13~ of 
the comulttee mfmbers, rightly or vrongly, 'suspected that our Exobiology 
Division could become a multiply-oriented research Institute - tith AO 
quvfffc purpwe &.h*r than'to wnerate research In blolw. In thlo 
regard, I am quite definite In my attitude that this laboratory mst 
direct its energies toward reseamh in Exoblol 
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my negotiations with the adminfstratlon s, I have stressed 
this point of vleu. I nov wish to give you every assurance that, as far 
as this conflict Is concerned, my Intent Is to concentrate on the field 
of mlology with every possible effort. B@ vish Is to make this 
laboratory a center for studies of thls kind. 

The second conflict (vhlch, I believe, bccemc conf'used by consldera- 
tlons of the first conflict) la quite different: Assumln.g that our 
laboratory will focus on Ex~Iilology, the question Is, shall this rams 
be prlmarll~search-orlented, or shall oirr effort be channeled lnto 
applied aspects? I realize that the line between basic and applied work 
Is often quite tizzy - but we can make a choice of vhere to put thlo effort, 
and it lo rqy Intent to put It as far toward the basic renearch as possible. 
I bellevethatthebentpractlenl results are obtalnedvhenthey are pre- 
ccdedbythorough X=&A. 1 do notbelievtithmtpractlcal and applied 
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research are mutually cxcluslve, I merely'say that better practical 
applications can be expected If they are generated from the work of the 
best possible people, end the latter tend to be found most often among 
those who are not speclflcally goaI-oriented. 

Let me assure you, In connection with this second conflict, that I 
fully appreciate the over-all objectives of NASA vlth regard to space 

,exploratlon, and share the feeling that It is a responsibility of NASA 
to move cffectlvcly and rapidly to search for extraterrestrial. life. 
Certainly, as I Indicated last week, shotid we, for example, uncover a 
ma-c useful assay system vlthwhlch to look for life, I would not be 
content merely to publish the rcnults of the research on this problem. 
'Put, I would push with full energy to test such a system out where It 
really counts -- naacly, In a space vehicle. 

I trust that these philosophical r-ks will help you in your 
assessment of our potential value to the NASA Space Sciences Rogrma. 

Yours sincerely, 

Harold P. Klein 
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